A True State of 


Mr. Culliford's CASE. 


By the Mayor's Poll the Sitting) ,_ ,, 

” ks; Mr. Fownes, had--- oor Votes. 

And the Petitioner Mr.Cullitord 
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By the Poll taken by Mr. Culli- 
ford's Clerks, by Order of the 
Mayor, the Petitioner had.--- 


Which gave the Petitioner a 


And the Sitting Member but 
Majority of —— ; 


28Votes. 


59 
19 


Y the Conſtitution of the Corporation, as it was Agreed by the Councel on both 
Sides; the right to Elect was in them who had Eſtates of Inheritance or Freehold 
in Poſſeſſion, or in Reverſion after Eſtates for Years, tho* they did not Pay Scot 
and Lot; and in them who had Eſtates for Years determinable upon a Life, or 
Lives; or other Eſtate for Years, paying Scot and L ot. 

That the Mayor made himſelf an Agent for the Sitting Member, in going from Houſe to 
Houſe in Town and Conntry to ſolicit Votes for him ; and one Nicholas Cobb Proved that 
to procure his Vote, the Mayor promiſed to employ him in his Work after a long diſcon- 
tinuance, and to pay him an old Debt, of which he gave him a Guinea 1n hand, declaring, 
That tho* he could not wel! ſpare the Money, he parted with it at that time to oblige him 
to Vote for the Sitting Member. 

That the Mayor, the Ni-ht beforc the Election, declared, he would Return the Sitting 
Member, "tho? he had but 5 Votes. Proved by N-cholas Cobb. 

That to diſcourage Pet f->ns from Voting for the Petitioner, the Mayor declared he would 
Return the Sitting Member, if the Petitioner had a Hundred Votes more. Proved by W:- 
liam Furleman, 

That the Mayor by his Arbitrary Authority, againſt the Advice of the Magiſtrates, 
allow'd 4 Perſons to Poli! for the Sitting Member that were only Truſtees for a Charity, 
that have ſtil] been objeRed againſt, and never but One of them allow'd to Vote for the 
whole Number : A:d i* theſe Perſons be allow'd to Vote , tis but raiſing a Truſt, with Numbers 
of Truſtees, to carry any Elettion. 

And he alſo further allow'd 7 other Perſons to Vote, (of which Number the Sitting Mem- 
ber's own Son, was ene, which his Conncel gave up at the firſt naming him) that had no 
manner of pretence, or rig!;t to Poll. Proved by Smith, Roe, and Clarke, 

Which 4 Truſtees, and 7 other Votes, making in all 11 Votes; being deducted from 
the Sitting Member's Poll of 61 Votes, allowed by the Mayor ; reduces his Number to 50 
Votes only. | 

And the Mayor by the ſame Arbitrary Authority, againſt the Right of the Election Re- 
jected 25, of the Petitioner's Votes; 19 of which were allow'd and paſſed as good Votes 
at the Eleftion, but in A»g/t before upon the ſtricteſt Scrutiny : And ſeveral of them, then 
Voted for the Sitting Member, and were allow'd good Votes for him. Which Poll, was taken, 
and new Provyed by the Sittino Member's own Avent John Guy, the preſent Mayor. 

And moſt of the Deeds and Leaſes of their Eſtates, was-produced, with other Proof to 
juſtifie their Rights to Elect ; As was alſo the Titles to the Eſtates of thoſe other 6 Perſons 
that Voted for the Petitioner, which had accru'd to them fince the Election in Arguft ; 
but lonz before the teſto of the Writ. Proved by Smith, Roe, and Clarke. 

And the Sittias Memher's Councel, without any Conteſt, gave up 2 of the ſaid 19 Votes, 
and Agreed they had good right to Vote, tho*-Rejected by the Mayor. But inſiſted that 3 
cthers of them received Charity , which the Petitioner gave up, tho? they had Freehold 
Leaſes, and had Voted in all Ele&ions for 30 Years before : And the ſaid Councel farther 
intiſted, that ſeveral others had not Livery endorſed on the Back of their Deeds. But :t 
was Proved they were in Poſſciſion : And then they called 3 Witneffes, (viz.) White, Webber, 
and Jones, to diſable the reſt of the 19; and alſo the other 6 new Votes, that made up the 
Petitioners Number 25. And they declar'd, each of them to ſeveral of the Votes, taking 
in the whole Number between them, That they had no Eſtates in the Borough, had never Voted 
'n any Elittion, nor Paid to Church or Poor, : 

Againſt which was produc'd and Proved their Deeds and Leaſes, the Poll taken in Au- 
21;fr, and the Poors Book, with a Cloud of Witneſſes that juſtified the Contrary. 

So that if the Petitioner's Witneſſes, who are known to be Men of Probity and Repu- 
tation, and the Evidence produced which confirms their Teſtimony, are to be _— _ 

| cre(it 


credited before the Aſſertion of thoſe 3 Witneſſes produced for the Sitting Member ; It wit 
appear, after deduQting the 3 Votes which received Charity ; and adding the remaining 
22 Votes to the 53 allow'd the Petitioner on the Mayor's Poll, makes his Number »«. 
And the Sitting Member's Poll being reduced from 61, to 50, as before, gives the Petitioner 
a clear Majority of 25 Votes. 

At the Election the Mayor rejefted one John Froſt, that Voted for the Petitioner, and jr 
being inſiſted on that he had good right to Vote, his E/tate beino borght 6f the Mayer hb nlelf- 
the Mayor thereupon publickly confeſſed, He knew he mts 2 good Fore, but faid, be Rrawld not 
paſs then, Proved by George Gould, and Nath. Smith. 

When the Poll was ended, the Petitioner call'd to the Clerks to caſt up the Pol!, and to 
acquaint the Mayor how it ſtood ; who told him, the Petitioner had 73 Votes, and the 
Sitting Member but 59. Upon which, the Petitioner demanded of him to Preclaim and 
Return him duly EleQted : But the Mayor anſwer'd, /; you have 2 Majority, I will Return 
Ar. Fownes, for all that : And the Petitioner then demanded a Scrutiny, there being 19 
Queries on the Sitting Member's Poll, and 4, on the Petitioner's Pol] ; but he poſitively re- 
fuſed the ſame, ſaying he would return Mr. Fomnc:, Proved by George Gonld,and Nath. Smith, 

>> And as to what was affirm'd by Twoof the Sirring Atemmber's Witneſſes, with relation to 
the Mayor's ating fairly in the Management of the Poll : It is humbly conceived, That the 
Corporation Petition ſubſcribed by 70 Hands, of the bef: Men ia the Borough, fſettins forth 
the Unjuſt and Arbitrary Proceedings of the Mayor, is « full Anſwer thereto; but it aot, it 
is referr'd to the whole Country to manifeſt the Truth of what is thereia Alletted. But a5 
a farther proof thereof, the Mayor Rejeted the Vote of one Mr. Richard Go.:!d, a Perſon 
who hath a good Eſtate in the Borough, and for many Years k«d Voted at former Elections, 
and ſeveral times for the Sitting Member ;, whereupon the ſaid Go14 was forced to Travel, 
(during the taking of the Poll, forward and backward) Ten Milcs to fetch his Deeds.,to Prove 
the ſame; and when produced, the Mayor without lookiag into them, was pleaſed to de- 
clare he was ſatished he had a right to Poll : And then, and not till then, order'd the Clerks 


to-ſet him Down for the Petitiongr. Proy'd by George Gould, and Nath. Smith. 
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